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“You’ve Heard It Said” 
Matthew 5:17-48







Matthew 5:17-20

“Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, 
until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means …



Matthew 5:17-20

disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 19

Therefore anyone who sets aside 
one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others accordingly will 
be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be…



Matthew 5:17-20

called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of 
the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.



John 14:15

“If you love me, keep my 
commands.”



Ten Commandments

1. No other gods

2. No graven images

3. Revere the Name of God

1. Honor Sabbath



Ten Commandments

1. Honor parents

2. Don’t murder

3. Don’t commit adultery

4. Don’t steal

5. Don’t lie

6. Don’t covet 



Matthew 5:21

“You have heard that it was said to 
the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder, and anyone who murders 
will be subject to judgment.’”



Matthew 5:22-26

But I tell you that anyone who is 
angry with a brother or sister will be 
subject to judgment. Again, anyone 
who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. 
And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be in danger of the fire of hell. 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering …



Matthew 5:22-26

your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother or 
sister has something against you, 
24 leave your gift there in front of 
the altar. First go and be reconciled 
to them; then come and offer your 
gift. 25 “Settle matters quickly with 
your adversary who is taking you …



Matthew 5:22-26

to court. Do it while you are still 
together on the way, or your 
adversary may hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge may hand you 
over to the officer, and you may be 
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, 
you will not get out until you have 
paid the last penny.



Matthew 5:27

“You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall not commit adultery.’” 



Matthew 5:27

Etymologists say that the English 
word adultery comes from the Old 
French avoutrie, aoulterie, a noun 
of condition from avoutre / 
aoutre, and from the Latin adulte-
rare "to corrupt," meaning, 
“debauch; falsify, debase.” The 
term adulterate is used correctly…



Matthew 5:27

when describing a lie or a 
corruption of something that was 
pure. Thus, broadly speaking, an act 
of adultery is an act that makes 
purity into impurity. (Adultery Explained - Real 

Meaning of Adultery Ad·https://www.glorian.org/)

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwjQz6qh0-L5AhUkOLMAHZs1Dv8YABAAGgJ5bQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESauD2PNv3lddYmafuo8ODUbkqlzQb8NziR6TQbPm5oftzTP0Dd0iXvyGBCC09FAf4z3RCiwUYOIGas_Ivexm6_eTESf-scKKOKEVYMHJCKigoeYtdJ9fQuDYLSH24fy4J_7agkUp8KY-_6NU&sig=AOD64_3IrGvUnSehg84OT17NR24QEbiWQg&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwifnaGh0-L5AhVRjokEHf0mAaYQ0Qx6BAgDEAE


Matthew 5:28

“But I tell you that anyone who 
looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.”



Matthew 5:31

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who 
divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.”



Matthew 19:3-7

“Some Pharisees came to him to 
test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for 
a man to divorce his wife for any 
and every reason? … 7 “Why then,” 
they asked, “did Moses command 
that a man give his wife a certificate 
of divorce and send her away?” 



Deuteronomy 24:1

“If a man marries a woman who 
becomes displeasing to him because 
he finds something indecent about 
her, and he writes her a certificate 
of divorce, gives it to her and sends 
her from his house…”



Matthew 5:32

“But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, makes her the victim of 
adultery, and anyone who marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery.”



Matthew 19:10

“The disciples said to him, “If this is 
the situation between a husband and 
wife, it is better not to marry.”



Matthew 5:33

“Again, you have heard that it was 
said to the people long ago, ‘Do not 
break your oath, but fulfill to the 
Lord the vows you have made.’



Matthew 23:16-22

“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 
‘If anyone swears by the temple, it 
means nothing; but anyone who 
swears by the gold of the temple is 
bound by that oath.’ 17 You blind 
fools! Which is greater: the gold, or 
the temple that makes the gold 
sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If anyone…



Matthew 23:16-22

swears by the altar, it means 
nothing; but anyone who swears by 
the gift on the altar is bound by that 
oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is 
greater: the gift, or the altar that 
makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, 
anyone who swears by the altar 
swears by it and by everything …



Matthew 23:16-22

on it. 21 And anyone who swears by 
the temple swears by it and by the 
one who dwells in it. 22 And anyone 
who swears by heaven swears by 
God’s throne and by the one who 
sits on it.”



Matthew 5:34-37

But I tell you, do not swear an oath 
at all: either by heaven, for it is 
God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for 
it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the Great King. 
36 And do not swear by your head…



Matthew 5:34-37

for you cannot make even one hair 
white or black. 37 All you need to say 
is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything 
beyond this comes from the evil 
one.” Speak honestly. Yes, means 
yes and no means no. 



Matthew 5:38

“You have heard that it was said, 
‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’



Matthew 5:39-42

“But I tell you, do not resist an evil 
person. If anyone slaps you on the 
right cheek, turn to them the other 
cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants 
to sue you and take your shirt, hand 
over your coat as well. 41 If anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go with 
them two miles. 42 Give to the…



Matthew 5:39-42

one who asks you, and do not turn 
away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you.”



Matthew 5:43

“You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’



Matthew 5:44-48

“But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven. He causes his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those 
who love you, what reward will …



Matthew 5:44-48

you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? 47 And if you 
greet only your own people, what 
are you doing more than others? Do 
not even pagans do that? 48 Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.”



Summary

1. God desires a relationship with 
you that is not defined by rules but 
that is led by the Spirit. He doesn’t 
want you checking the rule book to 
see if you have done enough, or 
have avoided enough; checking all 
the boxes for good behavior. 



Summary

2. He wants an intimate relationship 
with You that is spiritual, not legal. 
He doesn’t want you going through 
a checklist to prove that you are 
doing what is right. 



Summary

3. He wants you to be led by His 
Spirit to know Him better, what is 
pleasing and honoring to Him. This 
kind of relationship can’t develop in 
legalism and rules for righteousness. 



Summary

4. God desires for you to live in a 
relationship with Christ that enables 
you to live in a righteousness that 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
Teachers of the Law. 


