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Wiltsie Community Church 

 

  

I wonder what it would 
have been like to walk 
with Christ as one of His 
disciples? I wonder what 
it was like to wake up 
knowing the òall know-
ingó would spend His day 
with me? To be under 
that kind of instruction 
would have been         
incredible. Talk about a 
golden opportunity to be 
tutored under the best 

Rabbi of all ages.  

However, it was not a  
relationship that was 
long term. The Disciples 
only had three years to 
learn all that was 
needed to do the work 
of ministry. Yes, the 
Holy Spirit did take over 
when Christ departed.      
However, the hands on 
experience was short 
lived. Iõm sure they   
didnõt feel ready to  
minister in the same 
manner as Christ had 
done before them.  Yet 
Christ expected them to 
carry on the work He 
had begun. Iõm sure the 
Disciples would have 
opted for a few more 
years of training if given 
the chance. They        
received no degree to 
help their self esteem. 
There was no Apprentice 
program to qualify them 
upon passage of a test. 
They lived ministry with 
Christ. They were given 
s o m e  h a n d s  o n            
experience and were  
expected to keep the 

work moving forward.  

I wonder what the 
church would be like if 
all of the followers 
would take only three 

years of learning and 
then a give a lifetime of 
service? Instead, many 
followers look for learn-
ing at the expense of 
ministry. The follower 
claims to look for more 
depth. Yet depth comes 
from ministry with learn-

ing not learning alone.  

Donõt misunderstand, 
depth is good but not a 
prerequisite for ministry.  
I donõt believe we should 
put ill prepared saints 
into ministry and trust 
good will come from it. 
Likewise, we should not 
wait until one is 
òtrainedó  before they 
begin to minister. Depth 
and ministry go hand in 

hand.  

I was recently asked by a 
few ministers if losing 
Rev. Toby Holland as   
Director of Evangelism 
was tough on Ministry? 
(Toby Holland has       
accepted the minister 
position at Good News 
Fellowship Church.) My 
response òwe knew we 
would lose him sooner or 
later. We are glad he is 
gone.ó I said that to  
emphasize my point. We 
arenõt glad to lose him 
just glad he is called of 
God to minister. I      
further stated òWe knew 
he was called of God and 
we knew we were not to 
keep him.ó  While we 
are glad he, Jodi and the 
kids were a part of this 
church, we knew we 
would not see much 
from our investment of 
time and talent here in 
our  minist ry.  We         
received some ministry 

from our investment and  
we knew the Kingdom of 
God would reap the   
biggest rewards.  We  
rejoice with Toby that 
the work God has begun 
will continue even 
though it does not     

continue at Wiltsie.  

Many churches would 
like to build their own 
kingdom and enlarge 
their ministry.  However, 
Jesus never taught this. 
On the contrary, Jesus 
taught òwhoever loses 
his life for my sake will 
find itó.   Our loss is His 
gain. As it is with Toby, 
our loss is Christõs and 
the Kingdomõs gain. Our 
Ministry is Godõs Mission. 
Our job is Kingdom     

advancement.  

Christ never expected 
his disciples to get full 
off His ministry. He     
expected òlean mean 
kingdom machinesó. He 
expected Individuals to 
store up rewards in 
Heaven while living lean 
here on earth.  If the 
ministry at Wiltsie is fat 
with extras, then we 
have starved the      

kingdom elsewhere.  

So Pastor Todd what is 
the point to all of this? 
SEE A NEED MEET A 
NEED! Letõs keep the 
kingdom focus and a 
lean mean approach to 

ministry.  

May God bless you with 
learning from hands on 

ministry!  

Pastor Todd  



 

Hi!  Iôm Freddy, the resident 

church mouse at Wiltsie Church.  

It has been a long, cold, and 

snowy winter and I have been 

running around the church (trying 

to avoid those traps set by Pastor 

Todd) taking in all of the    activi-

ties and following various people around to see what 

they are up to.  Here are some of the things I have 

spotted over the past couple of months. 

§ Shirley Bailey is always taking a few extra bulle-

tins  after church each Sunday.  She mails them 

out to our snow birds who are ñsufferingò in the 

Florida sunshine during the winter months.  

§ Craig Wilcox comes in every week to clean.  He 

is our new janitor and he keeps everything spar-

kling! 

§ The fellowship Committee hosted a family movie 

night in February.  I had a front row seat and the 

popcorn and crumbs from all the snacks were 

fabulous.   With the donations, they were able to 

purchase some new tables and chairs for the fel-

lowship area downstairs.  

§ On Tuesday evenings, the worship team comes in 

for practice.  They are sounding angelic as al-

ways.  They have some new instruments and they 

are great...maybe soon there will be drums too! 

§ Lori Hartenstine comes in to organize the nurs-

ery.  She cleans the toys up for the littlest ones in 

the church and she also makes the schedule to be 

sure there is someone in the nursery to play with 

the children on Sunday morning.  

§ Kathy Lundmark opens her home on Monday 

evenings for Ladies Bible Study. I heard she 

lives just down from the church, so I made the 

long hike down the road to peek in her window 

one Monday night...they were    having a great 

time.  

§ Ken Eernisse comes to plow the snow out of the 

parking lot. That parking lot is a lot bigger than it 

used to be.   

§ I have looked in on the Sunday School classes 

upstairs on Sunday mornings.  They are all hav-

ing a great time learning.  We are grateful to 

have faithful teachers for both the young and the 

old.  

§ Ken & Sue Williams are serving up refreshments 

on Sunday morning at 9:30.  I always love it 

when there is food!  

Have you noticed an area in our church that needs 

AHHH, Yesé.the spring church work bee; when all 
who are able come out to give the church a major 

spring cleaning and work like a swarm of busy bees.  

  

 

 

Clear your schedule for Saturday, May 2nd                
beginning at 9:00AM.  The Trustees have assured us 
that there will be plenty to do from washing windows 

and cleaning the kitchen cupboards to cleaning up the 
church yard from the winter.  Our church 
is also responsible for the road clean up 
on the far end of Swede Hill, so we will 

tackle this job as well.  As you can 
guess, we will need lots of help.  Every-
one is welcome. Plan to bring a dish to 
pass and stay for lunch.  Hot Dogs and 

drinks will be provided. 

It was decided at the annual business meeting in     

January to decommission the building committee.  

That in no way means we have completed the building; 

however, it was felt that the completion of the building 

could be done under the leadership of the trustees with 

the help of the congregation, as needed.   

Please contact the following trustees if 

you have a question or concern in these 

areas: 

Ice & snow- Ernie Wiltsie 757-8258                                                        

Maintenance- Skip Trumbull 757-8433                                                                                         

                       Phil Benson 716-640-6783                                                                          

Emergency call person ï Phil Benson                                                                                 

Finance ï Dave Linder 716-499-6753                                                                  

The list of things still to be completed in the new 

building along with maintenance of the original build-

ing is extensive and priorities will have to be given as 

money permits.  Right now the sound system is our 

first priority.  While we continue to work, let us not 

forget the blessings that have been given to us thus far.  

The Trustees would like to remind 
everyone to reserve the six                           
handicapped parking spaces for 
those who need access to them.  
All vehicles parked in this area 
should display the proper signs 
on their license plate or hanging 
from their rear view mirror.  



 

At 9:15am, following the 
Empty Tomb service, break-

fast will be served in the  
fellowship hall. Sign up on 

the bulletin board if you can 

join us.  

Palm Sunday Worship  

 

 

Palm Sunday is the first day  
of Holy week.  It celebrates  
Jesusõ triumphal entry into  

Jerusalem where the people  
spread palm branches and  
clothing before him.  Our  

Worship service will be one  
of celebration and special  

music.  We will also  
welcome new members into 

our 

 congregation 

Good Friday  

A community Good  
Friday service will 

be held at the Cable 
Hollow Church on 

Friday, April 10 th at 
7:00pm.   

A fellowship/Pie  
social will begin at 

6:00.  All are  
welcome to  

attend.  

Empty 
Tomb  

Service 
 

 

This service will begin 
at 8:30am on Easter 

Sunday.  Imagine 
walking into the tomb 
where Christ was laid.  
Come and join us as 
we take the journey 
from Good Friday to 

the  
disciples and Mary  
Magdalene going to 

the tomb.  

Celebrate the 
miracle of 

Easter with us at 
our 10:00  

Worship Service 
on Easter Sunday.  Invite 
a friend to share in this 

day as we fix our focus on  
Jesus Christ.  An Easter 

cantata will be performed 
as a part of this Easter 

worship.   

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Update   

~submitted by Faye Hoard 

The Shawl ministry is alive and well.  We have three  

finished and another one that is being knit.  A shawl had 

been given to a lady in her 80ôs who was caring for her 90 

year old husband. The lady is stooped over with arthritis 

and is in a lot of pain.  When she had the shawl put around 

her shoulder and was told that God was putting His arms 

around her to keep her in His care, she cried.  She called 

Jan (the one who gave her the shawl) the next day to tell 

her how the shawl gave her consoling comfort.  Jan said 

she got as much of a blessing by giving it and could see 

what a comfort the shawl had made.     

If you know of anyone who 

could use a hug and a gift of 

encouragement, please contact 

Jan Lundmark or any of the  

ladies from Ladies Aid...and 

keep those needles clicking!   

A few weeks ago, I asked the congregation to 
submit a picture of yourself.  The picture should 
have incorporated into it a sign or the wording 
ñI am Wiltsie Churchò.  You many choose to be 
doing a hobby or at your place of employment 
or be located in a place that you often visit.  
This assignment is for all ages because the 
church comes in different shapes and sizes.  Be 
creative and remember we are the church at 
Wiltsie and we show up in various spots 
throughout the week.  If you need ideas, a    
picture of Ryan Exline is located on the bulletin 
board at the church or you can go to 
www.youtube.com and search for ñI Am The 
Churchò.  A digital picture is preferred but not a 
requirement.  Email the digital pictures to          
pastortodd@wiltsiechurch.org or hand deliver the 
ones that are not digital.  This project is not vain 
nor is it prideful.  It is to prove a point and to    
remind us of our responsibilities as a church.  
Thanks in advance for completing this assignment. 

~4th of July Picnic will 

be held at Wiltsie 

Church on Saturday, 

July 4th at Noon.   

 

~Vacation Bible School 

will be held at our 

church July 12th-16th.  

Come and join the fun! 


