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Wiltsie Community Church 

 

  

Have you ever waited in    
anticipation for your loved 
ones birthday or Christmas 
knowing you got them the 
perfect gift? Have you smiled 
from ear to ear just waiting for 
them to open the gift? Did you 
later spy on them to see how 
they were using the gift? How 
did you feel when they didnôt 
use the gift as you thought 
they would? 

I wonder how our Heavenly 
Father responds when the 
Spiritual Gifts he has given us 
go untouched or used very 
little?  How it must break 
Christôs heart to see so much 
potential for his church laying 
around with little use.  I be-
lieve God gave us talents and 
abilities at birth. He then gave 
us Spiritual Gifts at our      
second birth. And above 
those gifts, He then allows the 
Spirit to do a work which   
results in the Fruit of the Spirit 
flowing from our lives. What a 
wonderful Heavenly Father! 

The Spiritual Gifts given to 
believers have a purpose. We 
see the purpose given in 
E p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 2 & 1 3              
ñto equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.ò A gift not used stifles 
the purpose of the gifts. We 
not only damage the reward 
potential in heaven, we also 
damage the body in which we 
reside.  When the Body in 
which we reside is damaged, 
the kingdom is damaged as 
well. What great conse-
quences for an undiscovered 

gift. 

So what is your gift or gifts 
given to you at your second 
birth? Have you examined the 
list? Have you asked the Holy 
Spirit to show you what has 
been given to you? Have you 
asked the people who know 
you best what gifts they see in 
you? Have you read the    
instructions for the gifts? Have 
you begun to use the gifts for 
the common good? If not, 
what are you waiting for? 

Let me explain it this way. 
What if one of your organs 
wasnôt working at birth?  
Eventually your parents or 
pediatrician would notice. 
They would begin to run tests 
and try to determine why it 
wasnôt working. Once they 
determined the problem, they 
would do their best to remedy 
the situation.  Your parents 
and pediatrician wouldnôt be 
mad at the organ. They would 
be concerned for you. Much 
effort would be given to     
correct the problem so that 
you would be able to function 
best as normal humans 
should. 

I, your minister, am concerned 
about the Body of Christ at 
Wiltise. I am putting my effort 
into helping you. The leader-
ship at Wiltsie is also putting 
effort into helping you. Once 
we have done all we can in 
diagnosing the problem. We 
rely on you the organ to work 
as you were created. We want 
ñthe Churchò to function best 
as normal bodies of believers 
do. We want Christ to be 
pleased when He showcases 
His bride to all of heaven. We 
want Him to be proud of who 
we have become in Him. 

While Dawn and I were on our 
honeymoon, we visited a 
sanctuary for pelicans.  All the 
pelicans in this sanctuary had 
one thing in common. They 
were disfigured! Some had 
rare birth defects but most 
had injuries due to fishing 
lines abandoned in lakes and 
streams. I remember leaving 
that place thinking éthat was 
gross!  We appreciated and 
supported the efforts of the 
people helping these poor 
pelicans. However, we longed 

to see a normal pelican. 

So it is with the church. While 
we appreciate and support the 
efforts of some to help the 
poor church, we long to see a 
normal church. Iôm not saying 
Wiltsie Church grosses me 
out. I am saying we need to 
work on what God has      
designed as normal. Which 
gift has been given to you and 
how are you using it for the 
common good? Remember, 
when the common good has 
been the focus we also bene-
fit. Ephesians 4:14-16 ñso that 
we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness 
in deceitful  schemes. 
15 Rather, speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working 
properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up 
in love.ò 
 
Much Love,                                         
Pastor Todd 



Ladies...do you sometimes feel like you just need to get away for a 

little while?  We have the perfect opportunity.  All ladies are invited to 

join us for breakfast on the first Saturday of every month at 8:30am.  

We will change the location so watch the bulletin for the restaurant of 

the month.  This is nothing formal...just a bunch of ladies getting to-

gether and going out for breakfast.  Itôs fun to sit with different people; 

maybe someone you havenôt seen for a while and catch up or maybe 

meet someone new and  begin a new friendship.  In  December, we 

will be meeting at Bob Evans in Warren.  Please let Kathy Lundmark 

know if you can join us.  She will call ahead to make sure they have 

seating.  You can always email Kathy at kdlund@hotmail.com or call 

her at 757-9359.   Feel free to invite a friend and come out and enjoy 

the fellowship! 

Spiritual Gift Definitions 

Wisdom ςApplying spiritual truth to a situation, making right choices. 
Knowledge- Gathering, Organizing and Clarifying ideas on Subjects. 
Faith- Ability to believe on God and act with confidence. 
Healing- LƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ                               
                afflicted physically or emotionally.  
Miracles- Ability to perform supernatural acts as an instrument of God. 
Prophecy- Declare the truth of God calling people to righteousness. 
Discernment- Perceiving the origin of actions by people to be Godly,  
                          human or satanic.  
Tongues- Ability to communicate in a language you have never learned   
                  so as to deliver a message from God. 
Interpretation of tongues- Interpreting a language you have never  
                                                learned so as to deliver a message from God.  
Ministry-Identify and Meet the needs of others 
Teaching- Clearly communicating practical truth to the church. 
Exhortation- Communicate encouragement, challenge or rebuke. 
Giving- Cheerfully contributing of personal resources.  
Ruling (administration) - Coordinate people and projects.  
Mercy- {ƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘǳǊǘǎΦ  
Apostles- Ability to provide leadership over pastors or churches  
                  resulting in fruitful ministry. 
Evangelist-Ability to share the Gospel in such a way that many believe   
                     in Christ. 
Pastor- Ability to assume responsibility for the spiritual growth of                                        

others 

Life Lesson 

 

Romans 12:1-2~ ñSo brothers and 
sisters, since God has shown us 
great mercy, I beg you to offer your 
lives as a living sacrifice to Him.  
Your offering must be only for God 
and pleasing to Him, which is the 
spiritual way for you to worship.ò   

In this passage, Paul was telling 
the Roman Christians how to live 
so that their behavior would be 
worshipful to God.  God desires 
you to surrender every part of your 
life to Him. 

Would you buy a house if you 
were only allowed to see one of its 
rooms?  Would you purchase a 
car if you were only permitted to 
see its tires and tail lights?  Would 
you pass judgment on a book after 
only reading one chapter?    
Probably not!   Good judgment 
requires a broad picture.  Not only 
is that true in purchasing houses, 
cars, and books, itôs true in   
evaluating life. One failure doesnôt 
make a person a failure; one 
achievement doesnôt make a    
person a success. ñBe...patient in         
affliction,ò echoed the apostle 
Paul. 

We only have a fragment.  Lifeôs 
mishaps and horrors are only a 
page out of a grand book.  We 
must be slow about drawing    
conclusions.  We must reserve 
judgment on lifeôs storms until we 
know the whole storyé. ñDo not 
worry about tomorrow for tomor-
row will worry about itself.ò  God 
should know, He is the Author of 
our story.  And He has already 
written the final  chapter.  

What particular sin stalks you?  
When does it seize you with  
temptation?  As a safeguard, 
memorize Romans 12:1-2.   
Whenever you feel tempted,     
repeat these verses in your mind 
and by Godôs power, plan not to 
sin. 

~excerpted from In the Eye of the Storm by 
Max Lucado 



Ladies Aid  

The Ladies Aid raised $1930.15 during their fall 
sale.  They would like to thank everyone who 

helped out in any way towards their sales. Here 
is a breakdown of how they give to different   

organizations in and around our community and 
our church programs.  

Wiltsie Church Camp Fund                         $400.00 

Equip Inc. (Paul Carlstrom, missionary)     $180.00 

Paul Nordland, Missionary     $180.00 

Cobham Youth Program (Salvation Army) $100.00 

Samaritans Purse      $100.00 

Wiltsie Building Fund      $970.15 

      $1930.15 

All ladies are invited to come to our monthly   
Ladies Aid Meetings.  They are usually held the 
last Wednesday of the month at 1:00pm.  There 

are no meetings January-March.   

The November meeting is moved to        
Wednesday, December 2nd at 12:30 when we 

will have our Christmas luncheon  The men are   
invited to come along and bring a dish to pass.   

Prayer Shawls  

 

We have several shawls ready to go for anyone you know 

who could use one.  There are also bears for children with 

special scarves that have been knitted by the ladies. 

If you know of anyone who 

could use a hug and a gift of 

encouragement, please contact 

Jan Lundmark or any of the  

ladies from Ladies Aid...and 

keep those needles clicking!   

aŜƴΩǎ ƎŀƳŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
Wiltsie on Saturday, January 23rd .  
Spread the word and invite a friend. 
If you have a friend that you would 
like to be  added to our mailing list, 
please leave their name and address 
in the church office. 

 

The annual church business meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, January 
20th at 7:00pm. 

      Name -Dropper              ~by Greg Asimakoupoulos 

ñCan you guess whom I talked with today?ò  My question caught my wife 
and teens by surprise.  I knew they wouldnôt be able to guess, but I 
needed to brag.  It isnôt every day you have the chance to interview John 
Wooden, the most successful coach in college basketball history according 
to the Basketball Hall of Fame.  I couldnôt help dropping his name. 
Granted, name-dropping can be an unbecoming attribute if used to excess.  
But itôs a sure-fire way to make an impression (if those you tell know the 
person of note).                                                                                                 
Thankfully, thereôs one name that everyone in my family knows,  Jesus.  
And itôs His name I donôt mind dropping around the house as much as I 
can.  Consistently saying a prayer of thanks at mealtime is one way of do-
ing that.  But there are other ways.  Iôve dropped the name of the Lord 
when our girls have come home with tear -stained cheeks from having been 
bullied at school.  ñJesus understands how you feel, sweetheart.ò  When I 
do that, I subtly call attention to the fact that the Lord cares about the is-
sues that concern us.  When financial gifts arrived anonymously in the mail 
following my job layoff, my wife was quick to verbalize her gratitude to 
God. ñWe need to thank the Lord, ñ she said to our girls.  ñHe is taking care 
of us.ò  Everyday circumstances warrant dropping His name too.  When our 
youngest was battling the flu, I sat on the edge of her bed and prayed.  
ñLord, I know You are aware that Lauren is really sick.  Please help her to 
rest.ò   Meditation on the Lord's name and continually turning to Him has 
made an impression on our children. When one of them heads out the 
door for school, itôs not uncommon for her to say, ñPray for me, OK? Iôve 
got a big test today.ò  Scripture cautions us against taking the Lordôs name 
in vain.  But nowhere does it say anything about dropping His 
name too often.   

Mighty God 

Prince of Peace 
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Wonderful Counselor  



Wiltsie Community Church  

2981 Swede Hill Road  

Russell, PA  16345 

www.wiltsiechurch.org  

This is the church website address!  

There is new information added   

frequently. You are now able to      

access Pastor Toddõs weekly sermons 

here in case you missed church.  This 

is a great way to intro-

duce your friends and 

un-churched loved 

ones to our church.  

The Trustees would like to remind 
everyone to reserve the six                           
handicapped parking spaces for 
those who need access to them.  
All vehicles parked in this area 
should display the proper signs 
on their license plate or hanging 
from their rear view mirror.  

Bad Weather  

It never snows in North West Pennsylvania...or does it?   

In the event that it should snow on any given Sunday 
morning, we WILL NOT cancel our Worship Services.  

Pastor Todd can hop on his sled if he canôt drive down, 

so he will be at the church ready to preach to whom 
ever is willing to brave the bad roads 

to come out.  With that being said, 
we are not encouraging you to get 

out and drive on the bad roads!  
Please use your good judgment as to 

whether or not you feel comfortable 
with the driving conditions.  

Directory Update 

Do we have your current addresses?  We are in 
the yearly process of updating our office records 

and compiling a new church directory to be    
distributed in January.  Information postcards 

are available at the church.  We also encourage 
you to be a part of our prayer 

chain and you may also indicate 
other areas of interest on this 

card. Please take the time to fill 
one out today and place it in the 

basket in the foyer.  


